
 

NEXT EVENT 
 
 
 

SOCIAL MEETING 
CRAB FEAST 

 

 
 
 

WEDNESDAY, SEPT  6 
6:00pm 

 
CAPTAIN BILLY’S 

CRABHOUSE 
Newburg, MD. 

 
$40 Members 
$45 Guests 

 
RSVP BY SEPT 1: 
to Michele Jones 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 NEXT MEETING  

OCTOBER 4, 2017 
 

WHAT:  Program Mtg 
WHERE:  Casey Jones 
Restaurant,  La Plata 

WHEN:   5:30 

Programs  Vickie Johnson & Laura Forbes-Brown
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SMWL NEWSLETTER 
September 2017 

  I am one bad biker chic! I love the open road and riding my sport bike along the 
  back roads of the county. Life on two wheels has been an adventure of a 
  lifetime. Two wheels gives you a look at the world from a different perspective. 
  The best way in life is to take it one mile at a time.  
 
Our summer is soon coming to an end.  Although many of us enjoy the change of season to come, 
we begin to say goodbye to the warm sunshine, wonderful days at the beach, boating with friends 
and family, hanging out around the pool and the sense of freedom summer time seems to bring. 
  
Teamwork makes the dream work and it’s time to sign up for a Committee! The overwhelming 
response from our fabulous membership when asked to join a committee was fantastic.  Our 
committees are designed to support the chair and share current and future responsibilities within 
that committee. Our committee meetings are designed to be fun and social. The board’s desire is 
for each committee member to grow within SMWL and learn more about the functions of the club 
and committee you serve.  You may decide to take on a larger role within the organization and 
possibly serve on future boards. The chair of each committee will receive your name and begin to 
plan for your first committee meeting.  Our amazing board members will be contacting you soon if 
they haven’t already to schedule your first meeting.   
 
“As we work to create light for others, we naturally light our own way.” – Mary Anne Radmacher 
 
In closing, I thank our board who is working hard and volunteering their time to promote the 
continued success of SMWL.  I hope to see all of you at Captain Billy’s for our annual crab night, this 
event is going to be tons of fun, be sure to bring a friend -- or two! 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
Vice President Message   | Suzanne Wible 
 
Greetings phenomenal woman of the SMWL! 
I am delighted to be serving as your Vice President and once again being a  
part of the SMWL Board of Directors. We have a few new faces on the  
Board and I have to say, these woman are absolutely amazing to work with. All come with positive 
attitudes, bringing new thoughts and great ideas to the table to make our organization the best it 
can be at serving our community.  If at any time any member has a comment, question, suggestion 
or idea for the league, please don’t hesitate to reach out to our President and/or any of the Board 
members. We are all here to support you as one team and we appreciate feedback as it helps us 
learn and grow to be the best leaders for our organization. 
 
Suzanne Wible – Navy Party Planner and world traveler (she absolutely loves her job!) 
 
 

Mia Allen-Ayanian 

Message from the President 
 



Programs & Events  |  Laura F  
U 

Where were you born?    Providence ,  Rhode Island   
Where did you grow up? Providence , Rhode Island  
 
When did you come to Charles County and why? Early 70's.  
No civil/ structural engineering opportunities for my hubby in Providence or Boston  
 
Why did you join SMWL? I joined because of the enthusiastic founders who wanted to make 
things better for the vulnerable women in our county and to make new friendships along the 
way. 
 
What is your idea of a fun evening with women friends?  Enjoying each other's company while 
having dinner and wine, going to wine tastings , cooking classes , the theatre , playing Bunco or 
just sitting around talking to each other and caring about each other while drinking adult 
beverages. 
 
What is your dream vacation?   Going to Italy to relive where my family grew up and meet the 
Pope (one on one is my dream ) 
 
What show, movie, book or activity "cracks you up"?:   My Big Fat Greek Wedding 1 and 2.  Can't 
get enough of what life was like growing up Italian. 
 
What is your favorite hobby? Collecting art work and antique wine glasses  
 
What is your occupation? Licensed Interior Designer and Certified Lighting Designer  
 
What is your vocation?  Passionate about caring for the vulnerable in our community and raising 
money for the Carmelite nuns. 
 
Tell us something about yourself that would surprise us:  I attended a private school for the gifted 
in Providence. 30 Jewish kids and I was one of only 3 Italians in our class and only wanted to date 
Jewish boys, upsetting my Italian family. 
 
Submitted by Candice Kelly 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
Ladies, I am delighted to report that in 
the 2016-2017 fiscal year we donated 
$5,170 to The Jude House (our 2 year 
grant recipient).   
 
Additionally, we made our final 
payment of $5,000 to Hospice of 
Charles County for the room named for 
SMWL.   
 
We continued our funding of $3,000 to 
the College of Southern Maryland for 
scholarships.  We made the following 
11 small grants totaling $4,246.22 
during our fiscal year.  
  
301Derby Dames……   $200 
College of So Md……   $150 
CRMC Foundation….   $500 
Grace Lutheran Church & 
School…   $500 
Knock your Socks off for the     
Homeless….  $496.23 
SLS Ministries -2 grants…..   $999.99 
So Md. Chain Chapter…..      $500 
Spring Dell Center-2 grants…..  $400 
Center for Children…..      $500 
 
Please continue to reach out to the 
different organizations that you are 
involved in and provide them with 
information on our small grant process.  
 
 
---------------------- 
 

HAPPY 
SEPTEMBER 
BIRTHDAY 
LADIES! 
 
Sept 2 – Diana Rucci 
Sept 3 – Sue Greer 
Sept 4 – Kim Rosenfield 
Sept 8 – Laura Forbes 
Sept 16 – Rebecca Hoffman 
Sept 26 – Tammy Semega 
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MEET A CHARTER MEMBER | Ann Cipriano Rees 

 

10 YEARS AGO   Scavenger Hunt July 11, 2007 – pictured at Martini’s before heading out in 
limo’s to complete our tasks.  Who remembers where we went to go dancing on the bar?  
For more photo – ask Rona!  
 

 
Foundation 
Treasurers Report 
Becky Humbert 
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20TH ANNUAL AUTUMN WINE TASTING 
September 9, 2017 
6:00 PM - 10:00 PM 
Port Tobacco Courthouse 
  
Tickets are available! Join us September 9 for 
our 20th Anniversary Celebration of the Autumn 
Wine Tasting and Silent Auction.  All proceeds 
benefit UM Charles Regional Medical Center's 
plans for establishing a new Center for Breast 
Health. 
 
Visit our web site for a sneak peek at a few of 
our silent auction items!  
Designated Driver Ticket (Tickets available 
online or at Colonial Liquors in La Plata) 
$40 through September 9, 2017 
Regular Admission Ticket (Available online for  
at Colonial Liquors in La Plata) 
$100 through September 9, 2017 
  
Carole Lewis has been to the event all but one  
of 20 years and served on the committee for  
16 years.  I have served as Auction Chairs for 
the last 10 years Co Chair for the event the last 2 
years.  
 
Becky has been on the committee for 11 years 
and Co-Chair of the event for 9 years. 

  
  
  
  
  
  

BY THE WAY  
Carol Lewis & Becky Hoffman  

As Southern Maryland Woman’s League  
starts our 2017-2018 year, I am excited at  
the opportunity to Chair the Membership Committee and to have 
Helen Heir, Brenda Lowe and Jill Short as part of the committee.  
 
The mission of the Membership Committee is to develop new and 
innovative ways to attract new members as well as retain current 
membership and engage members.  
 
Our committee had a wonderful meeting to distribute job 
responsibilities and our main goal is to act as ambassadors for SMWL 
and making sure that we establish and implement goals of 
membership, recruitment and retention. 
 
I am excited that we will now be welcoming our guests as a hostess 
committee and following up with them after the meetings. 
 
Our committee wants to encourage potential new members to join 
and feel welcomed during their 3 visits prior to voting. It is our mission 
to make sure that the current members along with potential new 
members feel that they all play an important roll as part of the SMWL. 
We are all the face of SMWL and what an amazing group of Woman 
we are!  
 
Thank you for this wonderful opportunity and I look forward to the 
year ahead. 

Membership Committee Report 
By Carla Kemp 

CAN YOU GUESS THE CLUB MEMBER? 
By: Cub Reporter Candice Kelly 
 
   My favorite class in elementary school was music and I play the clarinet, flute, and ukulele!  That makes my  
   husband Steve very happy … well at least I think it does. I love “morning walks” and making jellies, jams and  
   preserves. Steve and I have 4 children, Andrea (37), Erin (34), Adam (32) and John (30). I don’t have a  
   favorite food but I can tell you for sure that I refuse to eat eggplant. Out of respect for the memory of Bob 
   the Wonder Dog, I cannot bring myself to acquire another pet. The one thing I want to be remembered as is 
   “being kind.” So who am I? 
 
   Email your guess to candice@chandlershope.com. 
 
The first in a series of “Can You Guess the Board Member?” This won’t be too difficult, so the first person who emails me with the 
correct name, will receive a special surprise gift at the next meeting – you don’t have to be present to receive your gift. The next 
meeting is the September 6th Crab Feast. 
 

mailto:candice@chandlershope.com


    
 
 

  

UPCOMING PROGRAM DETAILS 
 
Wednesday, September 6, 2017 @ 6:00 p.m.  
SWML Annual Crab Feast with Friends 
All you can eat crabs, friend chicken, shrimp, hush puppies, green beans, coleslaw, plus dessert 
and iced tea or sodas. Capt Billy’s Crab House, Popes Creek, $40 per SMWL member, $45 per 
guest. Reply by September 1 to michellejones02@comcast.net  
 
Tuesday, September 19, 2017 @ 6:00 p.m.  
SMWL Board of Directors Meeting  - 102 Centennial Street, La Plata  
 
Wednesday, October 4, 2017 @5:30 p.m. cocktails and 6:00 meeting begins  
CSM Grant Recipients Thank You and Comedy Club Fundraiser Prep 
Casey Jones Restaurant, LaPlata: This general membership meeting will give you an opportunity 
to meet our CSM grant recipients and learn how important our scholarships/sponsorships are to 
them and their futures. We’ll also discuss the Fundraiser prep and review tasks that may be 
necessary to ensure we come together to host a truly successful event.  
$25 per SMWL member, $30 per guest | Reply by October 1 to smwlevents@gmail.com  
 
Tuesday, October 17, 2017 @ 6:00 p.m.  
SMWL Board of Directors Meeting - 102 Centennial Street, La Plata  
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2017/2018 
SMWL Board of Directors 

 
President:   
Mia Allen-Ayanian 
miaallenayanian@gmail.com 
 
Vice President:  
Suzanne Wible 
Suzanne.wible1@navy.mil 
 
Secretary:  
Anna Galterio-Keselyak 
annakeselyak@comcast.net 
 
League Treasurer:   
Larisa Pfeiffer 
LPfeiffer@csmd.edu 
 
Foundation Treasurer:  
Becky Humbert 
becky@arm-rents.com 

Program/Event Chairs: 
Teresa Klopfer & Michele Jones 
teresaklopfer03@gmail.com 
michellejones02@comcast.net 
 
Membership Chair:  
Carla Kemp 
crkemp0828@gmail.com 
 
Care Committee:   
Ann Seely 
ann.seely@yahoo.com 
 
Fundraising Committee: 
Diana Rucci & Ann Seely 
 
Marketing/Public 
Relations/Newsletter: 
Andy Sanford 
asanford12@gmail.com 
 
CSM Scholarship Chair:  
Suzanne Wible 
Suzanne.wible1@navy.mil 
 
2 Year Grant Committee:   
Suzanne Wible 
Suzanne.wible1@navy.mil 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEET OUR NEW MEMBER – JOAN ROSIER 
 
Nickname: Joni   Where were you born? Titusville, PA  
Where did you grow up?  Titusville, PA     
       
When did you come to Charles County and why? Moved here in 
Summer of 1994, my husbands job transferred us to the area. 
 
Tell us about your best childhood friend and what did you love about him or her? My sister in 
law Sue Gadsby.  She is like my big sister.  Even when she and my brother broke up, she invited 
me to spend a weekend with her at college.  We have been best friends for over 40 years.  We 
talk almost every day. 
   
Who sponsored you for SMWL?  Tammy Semega   Tell us about your Sponsor? She is a very 
sweet person, extremely giving, very fun, loves to laugh, play cards, games and Mahjong.   
 
Why did you join SMWL?  I would like to find a way to give back to the community.  I enjoy 
volunteering and helping others and have been missing this for a few years.   
 
What is your idea of a fun evening with women friends? Playing hand and foot card game or 
Mahjong.   
 
What is your dream vacation? Going somewhere with the family and now grandchildren.   
 
What show, movie, book or activity “cracks you up”? The movie-Tommy Boy 
 
What is your favorite hobby?  Love to swim, ride my bicycle, and read. 
 
What movie star would play you in a movie?  My other sister in law thinks Goldie Hawn.  
Is that because she thinks I am an airhead? 
What is your occupation? Sales              What is your vocation?  Sales 
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 to win a 100.00 gift card!!!BERSHIP MEETING IN JULY 

Submitted by Program/Event Chairs: Michelle Jones & Teresa Klopfer 
 

Calendar of Events: information may change, updates will be shared. 
 
SEPTEMBER: 9/6/17 @ 6:00 pm, Capt. Billy’s, Popes Creek | SWML Annual Crab Feast 
 
OCTOBER: 10/4/17 @5:30 pm, Casey Jones, LaPlata | CSM Grant Recipients Thank You 
 
NOVEMBER: 11/1/17 @5:30, Location TBD | Comedy Club Fundraiser Prep 
 
NOVEMBER EVENT: 11/10/17 @ 6:00 pm, Jaycees, Waldorf | SMWL Comedy Club Fundraiser 
 
DECEMBER: 12/10/17 @ 3:00 pm, Hawthorne CC | SMWL Annual Christmas/Holiday Party 
 
JANUARY: 1/10/18 @ 6:00 p.m., Szechuan Gardens, Waldorf | Chinese Gift Exchange 
 
FEBRUARY: 2/7/18 @5:30 p.m., Jaycees, Waldorf | B-I- N-G- O at the Jaycees 
 
MARCH: 3/7/18 @ 5:30, Prime Street Grille | MINUTE-TO- WIN-IT 
 
APRIL: 4/4/18 @ 5:30, Kaow Thai, La Plata | General Meeting w/CSM Grant Candidate Meet & Greet 
 
MAY: 5/2/18 @ 5:30, meeting place TBD | SMWL SCAVENGER HUNT 
 
JUNE: 6/6/18 @ 5:30, location TBD | Member Appreciation Night and Election of Officers 
 

   
 

           
 

2017 – 2018  SMWL CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

AUGUST SOCIAL 
 

The pool party was held  
at Swan point yacht and 
country club on a beautiful 
summer evening.  
 
The floats were bright 
colorful inquire and 
plentiful. The entire 
evening was a ton of fun! 
We even had an island 
that fit eight ladies all at 
once.  
The chef at Swan Point 
created a beautiful shark 
made from watermelon 
and filled with fresh fruit.  
 
The movie started at dusk 
and was entertaining for 
all.  A fabulous time was 
had by all 24 of us. 
Submitted by: 
Michelle Jones 
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We are… 
An organization of 
women dedicated to 
promoting, strengthening 
and supporting women 
and issues of importance 
through fellowship, 
education, service and 
mentoring programs. 
 
The Southern Maryland 
Women’s League 
provides women with a 
wide range of 
opportunities to help 
each other succeed 
through the exchange of 
information, services, 
mentoring, charitable 
actions, shared 
experiences, friendship 
and motivational support. 
 
We are a dynamic group 
of Southern Maryland 
business owners, 
entrepreneurs, 
managers, homemakers 
and people from all walks 
of life with a wide variety 
of life experiences.  
 
We are dedicated to 
helping each other grow 
and support our 
community through 
fundraising, special 
events, volunteer efforts, 
shared experiences, and 
more. 

Dear Club Members,   
     It is my goal as the 
new newsletter editor to 
bring you club news and 
member news on the 
first of every month. 
Submissions should be 
sent by the 25th of the 
month.   
   Anyone want to be a 
reporter and write some 
club news? Let me know 
if you’re interested. 
    This first one was a 
challenge but looking 
forward to keeping the 
membership current.   
 
Rona Kelley 
rona@heatbyfire.com 
 




